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Spay and neuter strays to curb rabies, say
activists
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A Veterinary Services Department personnel holding up the notice on rabies while making their
rounds in Taiping. — filepic
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PET owners should vaccinate and neuter their pets as a preventive measure against rabies.

Noah’s Ark Ipoh (NAI) founder Dr Ranjit Kaur Mendhir said the lack of awareness about rabies
among pet owners was worrying.

ADVERTISEMENT

“All owners should vaccinate their pets voluntarily,” she said in response to recent rabies cases in
Perak.

On Dec 31 last year, two family members in Taman Sri Kota Phase 2, Taiping, were bitten by their
pet.

On Jan 14, Veterinary Services Department director-general Datuk Dr Quaza Nizamuddin Hassan
Nizam announced that Taiping and Bukit Gantang were gazetted as rabies-infected areas.

Dr Ranjit added that some dogs smuggled in from Thailand were not vaccinated.

“These dogs are mostly sold in Ipoh and Penang,” said Ranjit, adding that instead of catching and
culling stray dogs, the authorities should vaccinate and neuter them instead.

Ipoh Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ISPCA) president Ricky Soong Wai Thyew,
35, said greater urgency was needed.

“We are dismayed that instead of sending their dogs for vaccination or getting them neutered, some
irresponsible owners just dump their dogs.

“ISPCA usually receives seven to eight calls from pet owners who want to leave their animals at our
shelter,” said Soong, adding that they could not take any more animals.

“A few days ago, I received a call asking ISPCA to collect two dogs because the owner is moving.
“He was willing to donate RM200 to us. I told him not to dump his dogs, but if he insists, neuter and
vaccinate them first,” said Soong, adding that stray dogs were the cause of the spread of infectious
diseases like rabies.

“It can be prevented if owners neuter and vaccinate their dogs,” he added.

On Jan 16, SPCA Malaysia president Datuk Dr Andrew Mohanraj suggested the Trap-Neuter-
Manage-Return (TNRM) method was the best way to prevent the spread of rabies.

Under TNRM, rescuers will first trap the animals, neuter or spay them before releasing the strays back
to the streets.

Canine Advisory Team Society Selangor also urged the authorities to adopt TNRM since it is cheaper
than catching and culling.
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M Masih terdapat peniaga
sembelih ayam di Pasar Borong
Selayang walaupun dilarang MPS

Meor Riduwan Meor Ahmad

miiduwanghimetro commy

dan memproses ayam secara
terany’ terangan di beberapa
Kedal dekat Pasar Borong
Selayang di sinl.

Tindakan ftu nyata menyalahl
peruntukan Undang- Undang
Kecll (UKK) Pasar Majlis
Perbandaran 3
2007 y

di premis gerai selain di pusat

penyembelihan dikhasnya,
mendapatl Kegiatan
dang m. i

ayvam dan daraly diblar di atas
Lantai dalam masa lima sebelum
dibersihkan,

Seclaln Iy, tahap Kesihatan
ayam yang dijual ltu
menimbullan tanda tanya
apabila ada yang disimpan
dif dalam bekas raga plastik kecil
atau di dalam . ar besi

Keadaan itu, me abkan
ayam terbablt kelihatan daif dan
Kator terkena nafis sclain lemah
kerana tidak diberi makan,

1y embelihan
gkl berag
Islam, proses penyen
dilakukan agak meragy
Inl termasuk, air panas diguna

merendam ayam yang

k digant! bary

4 bertukar

am sclain

dipenuhl bulu.

Sementara ltu, jurucakap
Jurucakap MPS mengesahkan
penyembeliban haiwan dilarang
dilakukan di premis kedal
dan akan meningkatkan
penguatkuasaan bag
menanganinya.

Katanya, sekiranya didapatl
penlaga terbabit ingar, mereka
boleh dikenakan kompaun
mengikit ULUK

“Memang sembelihan haiwai
rermasak ayam tidak boleh
dibuat di dalam pasar atai keda
sebaliknya mesti dibuat di pusat|

mbeliban. Cuma,
st o terlepas
nyebabkan la

“Untuk pasar arau kedai
di bawah sellan kita, MPS
intik kontraksor untulk
1 pembersihan. Kita fuga
Ak

an berkals melalul
Jabatan Kesihatan MPS.
“Contohnya, baru baru ini kita
mengeluarkan kompaun kepada
aga di Pasar Rawang selepas
patl tidak menjaga
Kebersihan,® katanya

[whs)

Memang sembelihan haiwan
termasuk ayam tidak boleh
dibuat di dalam pasar atau
kedai, sebaliknya mesti
dibuat di pusat
penyembelihan. Cuma,
penguatkuasaan ada terlepas
pandang menyebabkan ia
berlaku™

Jurucaliap MPS




